WINE & SPIRITS

Escape to Tuscany ...

A YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR CREATES THE

Y/ w vrualls I

| the vouthful, careless joys
of the summe |||n||fhs I"L[\-\(tﬂ school ye: ln*[llt exuberance of a junior
vear dig on an archeological site near thie Sinai, otheiworldly weeks on a
New Z\ aland sheep sranon, a hinal summer spent thumbing a ride across
[Europe. Bur James Fanraci, who grew up berween .\I.mhnrr.m and
:Brulgch.unpmn. has rurned his favorite summer vacarion 1nto a full
F]L‘(i;iﬂf vocation

| For nine summers into his eollege vears, Fanraci eraveled wich his fami-
Ih to Ilm.m\ where every year he spent three or four luxurious weeks in a
revols ng door of lush villas. The life of the old world landed genry sar
well \\Hll voung Fantaci—the world-class wine, the lavish feasrs fr: agrant
with poreini md truffles. Berween meals there were excursions to rlcmmc
I.md to the hill towns surrounding Siena (not to mention many long hours
languishing by the pool under the Tuscan sun).

A few vears back Fanraci decided ro rurn his fantasy summers inro a
;p.u'kﬂgr deal, fine-runed ro transport his guests to a Merchane Ivory ver-
s1on of Tuscany thac bus family had grown to love.
| I didn't want to just offer a villa,” he explains, "bur the compleee villa
experience. From the moment my guests arrive, [ want them to feel ror illy
Swept away [ have cases of wine ws uting for them. A cook 15 already prepar-
g dinner. In many instances there’s a concierge on hand to help plan local
acnvities—excursions ro wineries, cheese makers and inco Florence.”

Fantaci's Purple Féte—his Tuscan villa enterprise coyly named for che
lingering residue on grape-stomping fect—was created with rhe wine-lover
in mind. He equups all his villas with hand-made crysral grand cru glasscs,
which he had designed. He personally selects mixed cases of wine from his

ULTIMATE WINE

GETAWAY

Golden Glow | One of the Tiuscan vellas (ABOVE) where guests of James Fantace’s company, Purple
Féte, can enjov a wine geraway with an mr,z:lurr: on pampering See Resourcer

wi collection. Oprions range from the extravagant “rare wine case” (fea-
ruring top flight Super Tuscans and Brunellos from che fabled "85, ‘88 and
|9O vlntd[jeb) the shghtly more affordable “collector’s case” (which might
include a ‘97 Ciacer Brunello Pianroso or a '97 Caprai Sagrantino di
Montefalco) or a *value case” offering novice drinkers a greac primer on
guod value reds and whites from the reglon.

The fledgling business currently operates nine villas ranging from a
,modcsr TWo-person farmhouse (Jr $2.500 a week) to a luxurious nine-bed-
,100m estate (ar $13,000 a week). All the properties offer Sweeping views,
%ﬁwummmh pools and an on-premise cook. Fanract plans to add more prop-
brties o his portfolio and ro begin offering cooking classes, trips ro the
kenowned Palio horse race and rruffle hunting excursions.

PURPLE FETE ¢
VILLA GIUNCHETO

On a large estate, sleeps 12, full staff, views of the
golden hills with Siena in the distance. Sauna, ren-
nis and bacce courts

GEGGIANELLO

In a beautiful area of Chiant where Stealing Beaury
was filmed. surrounded by wineries, a restored
country home photographed for many magazines
Sleeps 1o, large infinity pool, cook and
gmuﬂdﬂk!ﬂpcf

IL CASELLO
Near 5iena, an elegantly restored five-bedroom
farmhouse with breathraking views onto terraced

! “Each villa has its own character,” he says. “We've gor a 13th cenrury I ﬂ:‘"“ ﬁﬁ:';{:ﬂi:f:;::‘;l\I'X'I:l":l;cl"b‘ privs
restored monastery and a 17th cenrury stone farmhouse, Many are -,m;_k:.d
with Tuscan antiques. One of the properties has been in the same famuly for
generations. Irs owner 1s very generous witch hus oime, uﬂcrmg wine and olive
o1l rastings ar the villa” Fanraci won't talk abour the celebrity clientele who've
availed themselves of his services, but he does tell the story of one group of

' atlshcd customers—a gagglc of New Ymk women who came to the

“Tuscan countryside to “really escape.” “They had so much good food

BOSCARELLO

In the owner's family for generations, hillrop
building dating from the 17th century averlooks
other hill-top towns in Montalcino and Siena.
Close o the wine estates in Brunello, full of
Tiscan antiquies, sleeps 16

IL PALAZZETTO

Seventeenth century stone farmhouse, glccps 14,

ACCOMMODATIONS

just on the edge of Chianti and 10 minutes to
Siena Part of the estare makes wine, owner's
daughter acrs as concierge

VICO BASSO

Ten minutes from Siena, part of a working farm,
a two-bedroom renovated farmhouse with a

big stone fireplace, concierge. Lovely terrace for
al fresco dining,

IL CASOLARE

A quaint villa near Siena with specracular views
over nearby vineyards, a small stone house for a
couple with-elegant antiques and a covered veran-
da for urdoor dining

IL MONASTERO

Once a monastery, locared in central Chiant
near Greve, sleeps 20, full staff, large
vanishing salt-water pool sided by a Moroccan
tent A grand residence done in eclectic style
with original antiques

VILLA EASA DE| PIPISTRELLE

(New, still being resrored) Close to Sowicile, 1
province of Siena, sleeps 10, concierge included,
cook available
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